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an intelligent man, who had been won over to French
interests.
Leaving behind an armed detachment to guard the flag at
Balade, Febvrier Despointes set sail on September 26th and
arrived a couple of days later at He des Pins. Horror of
horrors! 'There was an English warship anchored in the
harbour. One can imagine the Admiral's feelings. No doubt,
he began to think of the days he had wasted at Balade, and
the missionary settlement at Pouebo, when he should have
hastened to plant the second flag. What discomfiture for
a gallant admiral! It was too late to turn back out of the
harbour. He must go ahead and at least greet the English
officers. To his surprise, when he dropped anchor alongside
the British warship, he could see no Union Jack waving from
the island.
The English commander soon set out to pay a courtesy
eaD, and Febvrier Despointes tactfully pumped him to see
how much he knew, and how much he had already
accomplished. Captain Denhain explained that he had come
with the Herald to map out the coast and then return
to Sydney. Despite the innocent explanation, Febvrier
Despointes wasn't altogether convinced. Only one thing
was certain. The English hadn't yet seized the island. The
French admiral thought he noticed some annoyance and
impatience in the manner of the English officer, and
determined to find the reason. Later in the evening, he
paid a return visit to the English boat; he saw laid out on
the captain's table axes, cotton prints and glass beads that
form the normal currency with white men when they want
to bargain with native chiefs.
Febvrier Despointes decided that if he was to win the
island he must act, and act quickly. He expJained the position
to his officers and crew, stressing that no preparations must
be made that would attract the attention of the English.
Late at night, he sent his chief officer ashore in a whaJeboat
to contact the French missionaries, and ask them to prepare
everything for a disembarkation the following morning.
Once   contact  had   been   established   the   fathers   were

